Lavell’s Wetland Trust (LWT) Bird Report 2019

Happy New Year, here is the 2019 bird report. | pledge to use other people’s photographs for 2020!

Before you do anything, please can everyone to do a Google search for ‘Lavell’s Wetland Trust’ by doing so, this
will bring our website up the table in Google and make us much easier to find for new people.

Please log in at http://lavells.org.uk go to http://lavells.org.uk/welcome-pack/ and download ‘Where and when to
see birds’ and please keep visiting our Facebook group https://www.facebook.com/groups/1662435990723770/

Key : Bold Purple : Mega, Bold Red: Very Rare, Red ; Rare, Bold Black : Very uncommon

January — 1% offered all we expect : Bittern, Barn & Tawny Owls, bonuses of Golden Plover and Red Crested
Pochard being best on the day. Woodcock dusk on 2", then 2 Great White Egret going to roost 6 and
discovered them each day on and off until April. Brambling and a much rarer Crossbill (Jo Taylor) over and early
Oystercatcher. 88 Species, new 2" place, 1 more than 2011.

February — 16" was the first big rarity, a male Red-breasted Merganser with a female Goosander (FJC) on Lea
Farm Lake (LFL) but left quickly. Luckily they returned, with a male Goosander on one occasion, it went on to
roost each night until 2" March. 89 Species, new 3" place, 1 more than 2008.

March — Our earliest Sand Martin ever 2" March (PSc), 20" a Little Gull was found at LFL (Jo Taylor et al), 21% a
Red-legged Partridge was seen along the river (GSE), 23" a female Common Scoter (Suren Akkaraju) appeared
LFL (BTB et al), as did the first Wheatear (GSE et al). 94 Species, new 4" place, 1 more than 2006, 2012 & 2017.

April — All quiet until 5" then a pair of Mediterannean Gulls, dropped in LFL staying 2 days, the 9" will be
remembered for quite a long time, with a major fall of migrants : 2 Wheatear, 2 male Yellow Wagtail, 3 White
Wagtail, Scandinavian Rock Pipit, Curlew, Whimbrel and Sedge Warbler all on the same day. 11" a Tree Pipit
flew over low near Bittern Hide (FJC & JMcG), another Wheatear 12'",

Med Gull — Geoff Emmett ~ Little Gull - Andy Tomczynski
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Yellow Wagtail — Geoff Emmett Curlew — FJC/Roger Stansfield

Whimbrel - J Morton Jones Wheatear — Geoff Emmett

Then a mega 13", an Avocet found on the bund at Tern scrape staying until late afternoon. The finders were a
couple visiting from Moor Green. 21 an early Whinchat LFL (FJC et al), 25" another Curlew, 26™ another
Whimbrel which amazingly stayed for 3 days, roosting on the shingle island. And then 28" another mega, an adult
Kittiwake on BSL (FJC et al), stayed for about 2 hours, was joined by another Little Gull, which stayed on most
of the day. Then 30" a male Garganey on Sandford (Jo Taylor et al) stayed 8 days, acting very territorial and
chasing other species away from around the reed bed near the hide. 112 Species, new 2" place, 1 more than 2003.

Avocet 13" April — FIC ~ Kittiwake 28" April — FIC




Common Scoter — Marek Walford

May — 1t another mega - a \WWood Warbler opposite Lavell’s car park (FJC et al), singing it’s heart out all day,
moving to a large Oak overlooking the old gold course until 15:15. 8" brought more excitement, a Black Tern LFL
(IMcG & FJC), also seen briefly at BSL (BTB), then later Ringed Plover (RGS), the Oystercatchers appeared with
a chick 12" and the same day another Whinchat LFL (RJS), 14" Greenshank heard only (FJC), then one seen
flying over 17" and 2 more Black Tern, (FIC), both Greenshanks went through before 06:45. A Nightingale was
heard singing from the BSL picnic island 18", but it was never heard again.

Wood Warbler 1% May — FJC 2 Black-tailed Godwit 30" June - FJC

The amazing spring kept on going a little longer with 2 \White Stork flying over low South 20" (Surendra
Akkaraju), and he found the first Spotted Flycatcher the same day. 99 Species, new 2™ place, 3 more than 2012 &
2016.

June — Like a tap, migration switched off and it was down to the breeding season Great Crested Grebes, Moorhens,
Coots, Swans, Mallards, lots of Sand Martins and Oystercatchers had us holding our breath for successful fledging,
which they did, finally. 1-2 Green Sandpipers appeared early 7" to 10", Mandarin bred in Jack’s garden and came
to linger in the SW corner. The mid June flash flood destroyed the nests of various species, the Common Terns on
the shingle island quickly started again on the second raft, just out after repairs, 12 pairs raised roughly 14 juveniles
were fledged. The Barn Owls bred, a Mediterranean Gull dropped in 22" (GSE), Green Sandpiper too, Stonechat
from 25" (PSc), Little Grebe juveniles moved over from the balancing pond, the first passage Common Sandpiper
27" and the first 2 Black-tailed Godwit of the autumn appeared bang on 30" (Steven Doel). 89 Species, new 3
place, 2 more than 2010 & 2012.

July — 2 more Black-tailed Godwit LFL, 7" (FIC & TAG), 18", 2 more Common Sandpiper, 20" we had our first
ever July Pintail, which we then found had a yellow ring on, making it most likely an escapee. 24" the first passing
Snipe (PBT), 28" only the second record this year of Linnet, on the East shore of LFL during a work party, 29" an
amazing 7 Raven very briefly East of the landfill, then 31 our first Wood Sandpiper since 2011, at LFL (RNM et
al), stayed all day. 94 Species, equal 2" with 2013 & 2018.
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August — The first 1% Dunlin of the year at LFL (RNM et al), 5" Marsh Harrier over North and photographed
(Keith Seymour), 6 a Redshank and another Garganey LFL (FJC) staying through to 19", on and off at Lavell’s.
9another Black-tailed Godwit LFL (Jenny Vaughn et al), stayed until 13", when two more arrived, 1 remained
till 15", More excitement with the 7 Raven being found on the far landfill (FIC) and another Wood Sandpiper 111"
LFL (FIJC & BTB), 4 Arctic Terns 14" LFL (FJC), thru calling, relocated at BSL, but off East 06:35. 20" was
quite a day, Wheatear LFL landfill (RNM), a Redstart and Whinchat were found at Mortimer’s Meadow (D
Rimes et al), 2 Dunlin 21 LFL (GSE et al), stayed till 22", 4 Greenshank 21 (BTB, JV & TGJ), stayed only
moments, another 26™, 1 heard 28", 1/30" and 31%. Another Wheatear 22" LFL.

7 Raven Landfill 11" Aug - FJC Wood Sandplperllth Aug FJC

Yet more excitement on a major level on 24" when 23 Black Terns were around BSL from 07:30, highly mobile
and the flock split at 08:02, with 14 heading SW, 9 remained for another 30 minutes, then 4 left, 5 stayed till 11:00.
This is the second largest flock of Black Tern, the last big one was 55/19™" Aug 1986. Same morning 3 Yellow
Wagtail over East.

B S O R ReT : o RN
Black Terns 24th Aug FJC

The final report on the 24™ will haunt me forever. Jack Jones was in his garden late morning when a smallish,
round and brown bird with very fast wing beats shot past him upstream. He notified me and | went out immediately
and headed for the old weir, but found nothing. Jack meanwhile went out in his kayak and was in the same location
after me and flushed the same brown bird off a log, it quickly took, to the middle of the river and sped away. It was
almost certainly a Dipper, despite the lack of likelihood and there only being one county record East of
Aldermaston ever, | am convinced Jack’s experience with the species leaves no doubt he was right.

25" Spotted Flycatcher near the green barn at Lea Farm (JMcG, BTB, FJC), car park field activity picked up and
all the usual warblers could be found, 26" another new Garganey (RNM) and another Marsh Harrier over and
again photographed by Gav Turner, 29" kicked off big time with 3 Redstart (FJC) and later that morning, yet
another mega a Pied Flycatcher was seen with Spotted Flycatcher in the car park field for just a few minutes (TGJ,
RJS, TAG, BTB et al). 31% a wild Pintail was found (MFW) at Sandford and stayed just one day. Green Sandpiper
gets a mention for consistently high numbers, 8 at each end of the month, only 3 days when the count fell to 4, the
high count was 9/17". 107 species, new 1° place, beating the 2015 record by a massive 4 species.
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Pied chatcher?@“‘ug— Roger Stansfield Plntall31S‘Aug Roger Stansfleld

September — 1% was pretty good, 4 Redstart all in the car park field, 2 Swift, 1 Spotted Flycatcher, 3 Common
Sandpiper, Yellow Wagtail, 2" another Dunlin at the DAC/sailing club beach, another Black-tailed Godwit 3" to
13", Wheatear 3", 5" & 8", Meadow Pipit & Spotted Flycatcher 8", 5 Common Sandpiper 9", Whinchat at
Mortimer’s Meadow (AM), also 9" a Ringed Plover, which stayed till the 15", 10" Stonechat LFL (JV), 2 Raven
& Swift 14", 2 more Whinchat 14" LFL, 11 Yellow Wagtail over 15" and Stonechat again, 2/17%", 3/20"" & 22",
yet more Whinchat 22, 231, 25%, 26™" 2/28™" 25+ Linnet 21 and the last Common Sandpiper and still 6 Green
Sandpiper 28". 100 Species, new 3™ place, 1 more than 2017.

October — 1 Whinchat 1%, 1 Wheatear 4" & 6™, an early Jack Snipe 121" & 13" LFL, Redwing passage from 12", 9
Linnet 13", as were the last Swallows and House Martins, Stonechat count lifted to 4, yet another Black-tailed
Godwit at Tern scrape 16" (J Sheridan) and another Great White Egret for once this one was in the SW corner, but
only for a moment (TAG), Siskin 19", 215 a mega in the form of 3 Bearded Tits near Bittern hide (RNM & CM),
which stuck around for about 2 hours, then became very mobile, being heard Teal Scrape and WSL, gone next day.
2 Redshank 24" (JV), was rare for October, Goldeneye 30" (BTB) and a 18 W male Goosander LFL (P
Scudamore). 92 Species, new 5" place, 1 more than 2011.

November — 1 more Great White Egret over (RNM), a Shelduck lingered for a few days from 2", yet another
Garganey 6", a massive and very late Little Stint landed for just moments at LFL’s mostly flooded shingle island
7" (AT & GSE), Bittern at Teal scrape 10" (ML et al), 2 Goosander 17" briefly at Heron’s Water, Little Owl heard
calling 18" by Mungell’s Pond (S Bartlam), a new record count of 18 Little Egret 29" congregating at the South
end of BSL (TGJ). Woodcock over Teal scrape dusk 30" (FIC). 88 Species, new 2" place, 2 more than 2016.
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December — 60+ Golden Plover to the far East 1* (FJC), 2 Great Black-backed Gull over, Peregrine over most
mornings, time for one more surprise with a Firecrest located by Redwood Lake 17" (RNM), Chiffchaff 20" at The
Moors, plus 3 Coal Tit, 8 Lesser Redpoll 26" (NK), near Bittern hide, highly mobile flock of Siskin were hard to
find and may have contained a Redpoll or two. 1 Great White Egret over afternoon of 27", Stonechat LFL, 8
Goldeneye, 2 Bittern at WSL (FJC), 1 Woodcock 28" over Teal scrape, perhaps not surprisingly the Firecrest was
relocated about 250m South of Redwood Lake at The Moors 29" (FJC), but what was a complete surprise was a
juvenile Marsh Harrier flying in from the North at dusk 29" (FJC), appearing to be looking for somewhere to
roost, but lost behind trees, this is the first winter record, the same evening 2 Mandarin over Lavell’s, 100+
Meadow Pipit over the landfill. 87 Species, =2" with 2016.

The Marsh Harrier was seen the following day — 30" (FJC) higher above Lodge Wood heading towards Lavell’s,
but stopping over the tall poplar to Lea Farm area and heading back North. It has been seen since on the 4" (RNM)
and must be lingering in the general area.

2019 set a new record count of 146 species, 3 more than 2018, 4 more than 2012, 5 more than 1983 and 2017!

Here are the top year counts; Here are the top January counts;

146 in 2019 90in 2016

143in 2018 88in 2019

142 in 2012 87in 2011

141in 1983 & 2017 86in 2012, 16 & 17

140in 2014 & 2016 84 in 2015

139in 1984 & 2011 83in 2005, 06 & 13

138 in 2013 & 2010 81 in 2004 & 2014 (We are on 80 already)

'

For me it was a toss up between ood Warbler and Red-breasted Merganser on the top photographed rarity in
2019, but Jack’s Dipper was 10 times rarer and | cannot tell you how much I wish we’d all seen that!

-6-



